
 

 

McLaren: 1965 Mk1/M1A, Chassis# 20/09 
 
This document is to provide an overview of Elva-McLaren, chassis# 20/09.  Though there is a good 
amount of detail within this document, it is only a brief synopsis of what has been collected by the 
present owner of this vehicle.  There are countless more period photos of the vehicle, as well as 
additional documentation and memorabilia that just wonôt fit into a single document.  Additionally, the 
most recent restoration of this vehicle has been documented with a couple hundred more photographs.   

 

 
Photo: Dave Friedman 



 

 

1965 
 
This car was purchased by Chic Vandagriff of Hollywood Sport Cars in 1965.  Hollywood Sport Cars (to 
be noted as HSC later in this document) was one of the largest importers of Ferrari automobiles into 
North America. 
 
Original Manufacturerôs Statement of Origin and Invoice pictured below (text on the backside of documents not reproduced, in an 
effort to prevent someone from forging such document for other vehicles) [Documents came from Cris Vandagriffôs collection.] 

 



 

 

1965 (continued) 

 
Picture below shows arrival of McLaren 20/09 at Hollywood Sport Cars  

 
Photo above supplied by Cris Vandagriff 



 

 

Article below announcing arrival of McLaren 20/09 at Hollywood Sport Cars (Doane Spencer standing by car) 

 
Article above from RACEWAY magazine courtesy Bill Martin  



 

 

1965 (continued) 
 

Upon receiving McLaren 20/09 at Hollywood Sport Cars, Doane Spencer (crew chief and master 
fabricator), began adding his own touches to the car.  Doane Spencer is not only a hot rod legend, 
but he also worked his magic on many race cars from the early ó60s to the early ó80s, many of 
which were owned/funded/run by Hollywood Sport Cars. Doaneôs 1965 efforts to McLaren 20/09 
include: 
 
Ç Changed the design of the driver roll hoop. 
Ç Skinned the entire belly of the car, and lower sills/rockers/fuel cells in aluminum.  Some say 

Doane performed this mod to McLaren 20/09 before the factory cars, or any other private 
McLaren. 

Ç Chromed the suspension pieces (Doane was already a Hot Rod legend at the time, and 
dutifully carried out the ñif it donôt go, chrome itò axiom). 

Ç Changed the Mk1/M1A front bodywork of the car to lower the leading edge profile, most 
likely in an attempt to provide more downforceé Or just less lift. 

Ç Added scoops to the side of the Mk1/M1A rear bodywork to duct air to the oil coolers.  
Ç Pin-drive knock-off wheels added (ñStar of Davidò pattern, sometimes referred to as 

manufactured by Halibrand, and other times noted as Schroeder made.) 
Ç Installed a dry-sumped, 289 Ford V8, with cross-ram Weber induction (as run at the 

inaugural Can-Am race in St. Jovite Canada) 
Ç 289 Ford engines made as much as 490hp, but lacked reliability.  

Ç Sometimes several small block Ford engines were lost in one weekend. 
Ç Per Cris Vandagriff, Hollywood Sport Cars was getting support from Ford on 

their engines.  Dan Gurney got the most support, with larger displacement 
motors. 

Ç HSC had a good connection at Firestone at the time, and used their tires accordingly. 
 

Ç All Sunbeam fans know that the Tiger piloted by Jim Adams, masterminded by Doane 
Spencer, was the most successful racing Tiger of the period.  A Sunbeam Tiger expansion 
tank was also used on McLaren 20/09... and is still on the car. (picture later in the 
document) 

Ç Schroeder rack and pinion installed, and a set of trick cast aluminum steering column mounts were 
added.  (Images of rack and mounts below) 

 



 

 

1965 (continued) 
 
Pictured below is McLaren #20/09 with Doane Spencer seated in car.  Jim Adams with hand on roll hoop.   

 
Photo: Doana Raquepo Collection 



 

 

1965 (continued) 
 
Pictured below is McLaren #20/09 as delivered [TOP], and with all the above noted ñfirst roundò Doane Spencer 
modifications [BOTTOM].  (Bottom photo shot at Willow Springs in 1965, Jim Adams seated in caré Not Dan Gurney.)   
            

 
Both photos above courtesy of Cris Vandagriff 

 
. 
 



 

 

1965 (continued) 
 
After all the time and efforts with the Mk1/M1A bodywork in 1965, Doane and HSC decided that yet 
another major evolution was needed for McLaren 20/09.  They determined that to make the HSC 
McLaren more capable and competitive, it needed Mk2/M1B bodywork.  This work progressed up and 
until the Can-Am debut event at St. Jovite in September, 1966.   
 
Note in the image below, Doane Spencer is studying all the details of the factory Mk2/M1B at the October, 1965, Pacific Grand 
Prix (Kent, WA) 

  
January 1966, Cover of Sports Car Graphic, Pete Biro photo. 



 

 

1965 (continued) 
 

During this effort, Doane Spencer/HSCé 
 

¶ Changed all the bodywork from Mk1/M1A to Mk2/M1B spec. 

¶ Installed a wider, Mk2/M1B style driver roll hoop.  Doane also executed beautifully brazed little 
collars onto the hoop to rest it in the frame tubes at just the right height. 

 
Photo above from Harvey Lasiter collection.  McLaren 20-09 (1968)   

 

¶ Wider rear wheels and Firestone rubber were added. 



 

 

1965 (continued) 
 

¶ Additional changes that happened in either the first (Mk1 bodywork) or second effort (Mk2): 
o One-off, Doane Spencer designed, front uprights and spindles to replace the Triumph 

Herald uprights it came with.  These Doane Spencer creations still exist with the car, and 
are in great shape.  The spindle retention nuts are right and left-hand thread depending 
on the side of the vehicle (1.375ò, with an odd thread pitch of 16 threads per inch). 
Á Doaneôs apprentice, Dennis Swan, was able to confirm the originality of the 

upright, as he was tasked with taking the first and second design items to the 
foundry (and back). 

 
 

o The chassis tubes that hold the main roll hoop have a couple pocket-like brackets 
brazed in that allow two additional bars to bolt in and connect the frame to the front of 
the engine.   

 

 
Photo above from Harvey Lasiter collection.  This is just after Harvey installed his engine into McLaren 20-09 (1968)   



 

 

1966 
 
St. Jovite Can-Am, Sept 11, Driver: Jim Adams, Car# 55, gridded 12th, finished 16th 
 

The first Can-Am event ever, at St. Jovite Canada, and the Hollywood Sport Cars McLaren (chassis 
20/09) was there.  All the additional changes took so much time and effort, you can see that only black 
tape is used for the numbers in this ñas arrivedò shot from Dave Friedman.  The shot just below also 
provides a very nice view of the crossram, side-draft Weber carburetion set up on the small block Ford 
engine. 
  
Picture below shows McLaren 20/09 as raced by Hollywood Sport Cars (1966 St. Jovite Can-Am/ñPlayerôs Quebecò) 

 
 

Photo above by Dave Friedman 



 

 

1966 (continued) 
 
Picture below shows McLaren 20/09 as raced by Hollywood Sport Cars, now with more acceptable numbers later in the 
weekend (1966 St. Jovite Can-Am/ñPlayerôs Quebecò) 
 

 
Photo above by Dave Friedman 

 



 

 

1966 (continued) 
 
Laguna Seca Can-Am/òMonterey Grand Prixò, Oct 16, Driver: Jim Adams, Car# 55, gridded 
13th, finished first heat 11th, finished second heat 9th, 9th overall.  
 
Picture below shows McLaren 20/09 as raced by Hollywood Sport Cars, leading Mark Donohueôs Lola T70 through the 
Corkscrew (1966 Monterey Grand Prix [Can-Am]) 
 

 
Photo above by Dave Friedman 

 



 

 

1966 (continued) 
 
Pictures below show McLaren 20/09 as raced by Hollywood Sport Cars (1966 Monterey Grand Prix [Can-Am]) 
 

 

 
Photos by Bob Tronolone 


