McLaren: 1965 Mk1/M1A, Chassis# 20/09

addi ti onal document ati on

This document is to provide an overview of Elva-McLaren, chassis# 20/09. Though there is a good
amount of detail within this document, it is only a brief synopsis of what has been collected by the
present owner of this vehicle. There are countless more period photos of the vehicle, as well as

and memor abi [Addiionallip the |

most recent restoration of this vehicle has been documented with a couple hundred more photographs.

Photo: Dave Friedman
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1965

This car was purchased by Chic Vandagriff of Hollywood Sport Cars in 1965. Hollywood Sport Cars (to
be noted as HSC later in this document) was one of the largest importers of Ferrari automobiles into
North America.

Original Manuf acturerés Statement of Origin and I nvoice agnictur ¢
effort to prevent someone from forging such document for other vehicles) [Documents came from Cris Vandagriff 6 s cwo]l | ect i o

MANUFACTURER'’S
STATEMENT OF ORIGIN
TO A MOTOR VEHICLE

The undersigned CORPORATION hereby certifise that the mew motor vehicle F

doscsibad bolow, ke prepaciy of siid CORPORATION; Sia hosn masalarsad its =211
day of JU1y 19 65 on Invoice Ne 1161 e
oo D llywood Sports Cars, Inc.
e i 5766 HOTTYWO0d, Bivd.

Hollywood, Califorhfar G wd Suw
Trade bri«ffren-E i Yese 1203 ¢ s o mosu RACINE Car
Body T"_Open Racing Car No. Cylinde
Esgine No. Serial No 20/09
H.P. (SAE) Shipping Weight !

If Truck or Commercial Car, give capacity

Racing Car, for non street use

The CORPORATION further certifies that this was the first transfer of soch new

maotor vehicle in erdinary trade and commarce.

CARL A, HAAS AUTO IMPORTS, INC.
5619 N, BROADWAY = CHICAGO 40, ILLINOIS

,-/" e 5 / jt
o A vl Pres.
TITLE

BY: -

Car.l A~ Haas




1965 (continued)

Picture below shows arrival of McLaren 20/09 at Hollywood Sport Cars
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Phxé abE)-\/e_suppIied by Cris Van




Article below announcing arrival of McLaren 20/09 at Hollywood Sport Cars (Doane Spencer standing by car)

Callternla's eatry for this fall's prefessiomal eimuit will be Hellywood
Sports Cars” sewly acquired Me-Laren-flva, 25 yot wnpainted.

WHATS NEW(S)

HOLLYWOOD SPORTS CAR GETS
McLAREN-ELVA FOR PRO CIRCUIT

A spanking new Mclaren-Elva, with
newly designed front and rear ends,
will bo the latest California entry for
the Professional race circuit beginning Cockpit festures a minimum of fancies plus an unabstrected viow
this fall. of the sparw. tire.

Sponsored by Hollywood Sports Cars
of Los Angeles; the sieek shell will hoid
a 289" Ford engine which, according to
Doanne Spencer, chief mechanic, will
develop over 400 horsepower.

The car has an ultra-light tube frame
designed by Cooper's number ane driver,
Bruce MclLaren of New Zealand, The
drive train will consist of a new and
stronger Hewiand transaxle.

Chick Vandagriff, who arranged the
purchase of the $12,000 (ess engine)
car, has announced that Jfim Adams,
presently driving the Sunbeam Tiger,
will pilot the new bomb

At present, the engine is being made
ready for installation. The new enlry
will be seen at the Riverside Grand Prix,
October 31, competing with Jim Hall’s
Chapparal, Jim Clark's Lola 30, John

Surtees’ Lola 70, and the like. '!tl big =nlu in front is for cooling purpsses, eagiee will occupy e
athar &n

Article above from RACEWAY magazine courtesy Bill Martin




1965 (continued)

Upon receiving McLaren 20/09 at Hollywood Sport Cars, Doane Spencer (crew chief and master
fabricator), began adding his own touches to the car. Doane Spencer is not only a hot rod legend,
but he also worked his magiconmanyr ace cars from the early 0660s|t
which were owned/funded/runby Hol | ywood Sport Cars. Doaneds |19
include:

¢ Changed the design of the driver roll hoop.
¢ Skinned the entire belly of the car, and lower sills/rockers/fuel cells in aluminum. Some say
Doane performed this mod to McLaren 20/09 before the factory cars, or any other private

McLaren.
¢ Chromed the suspension pieces (Doane was already a Hot Rod legend at the time, and
dutifully carried out the Aif 1t dondét go, chijro

¢ Changed the Mk1/M1A front bodywork of the car to lower the leading edge profile, most
likelyinanattempt t o provi de muoustdessdifo wnf or ceé O
¢ Added scoops to the side of the Mk1/M1A rear bodywork to duct air to the oil coolers.
¢ Pin-drive knock-of f wheel s added (AStar of Davido pattler
manufactured by Halibrand, and other times noted as Schroeder made.)
¢ Installed a dry-sumped, 289 Ford V8, with cross-ram Weber induction (as run at the
inaugural Can-Am race in St. Jovite Canada)
¢ 289 Ford engines made as much as 490hp, but lacked reliability.
¢ Sometimes several small block Ford engines were lost in one weekend.
¢ Per Cris Vandagriff, Hollywood Sport Cars was getting support from Ford on
their engines. Dan Gurney got the most support, with larger displacement
motors.
¢ HSC had a good connection at Firestone at the time, and used their tires accordingly.

¢ All Sunbeam fans know that the Tiger piloted by Jim Adams, masterminded by Doane
Spencer, was the most successful racing Tiger of the period. A Sunbeam Tiger expansion
tank was also used on McLaren 20/09... and is still on the car. (picture later in the
document)
¢ Schroeder rack and pinion installed, and a set of trick cast aluminum steering column mounts were
added. (Images of rack and mounts below)




1965 (continued)

Pictured below is McLaren #20/09 with Doane Spencer seated in car. Jim Adams with hand on roll hoop.
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Photo: Doana Raquepo Collection




1965 (continued)

Pictured below is McLaren #20/09 as delivered [TOP],and withal | t he above noted Afirst roundd
modifications [BOTTOM]. (Bottom photo shotatWillow Spri ngs in 1965, Jim Adams sepnted in

Both phcftos above courtesy of Cris Vanaag}iﬁ




1965 (continued)

After all the time and efforts with the Mk1/M1A bodywork in 1965, Doane and HSC decided that yet
another major evolution was needed for McLaren 20/09. They determined that to make the HSC
McLaren more capable and competitive, it needed Mk2/M1B bodywork. This work progressed up and
until the Can-Am debut event at St. Jovite in September, 1966.

Note in the image below, Doane Spencer is studying all the details of the factory Mk2/M1B at the October, 1965, Pacific Grand
Prix (Kent, WA)

Starting this month:

Road Test:
ALFA ROMEO S§S ZAGATO

Special Reports:
HAPARRAL C-2 CHEVY
cLAREN-OLDS

TANPAR 3 e He

January 1966, Cover of Sports Car Graphic, Pete Biro photo.




1965 (continued)

During this effort, Doane Spencer/HSCé

1 Changed all the bodywork from Mk1/M1A to Mk2/M1B spec.
1 Installed a wider, Mk2/M1B style driver roll hoop. Doane also executed beautifully brazed little
collars onto the hoop to rest it in the frame tubes at just the right height.

*
Roll Hoop Collar

.

Y
.

.

Sunbeam Tiger
Expansion Tank

i |
Photo above from Harvey Lasiter collection. McLaren 20-09 (1968)

1 Wider rear wheels and Firestone rubber were added.




1965 (continued)

1 Additional changes that happened in either the first (Mk1 bodywork) or second effort (Mk2):

o One-off, Doane Spencer designed, front uprights and spindles to replace the Triumph
Herald uprights it came with. These Doane Spencer creations still exist with the car, and
are in great shape. The spindle retention nuts are right and left-hand thread depending
on the side of the vehicle (1 . 3 Av@hoan odd thread pitch of 16 threads per inch).

A Doaneds appr ent iwagabled eonfini thse orfiwadity of the
upright, as he was tasked with taking the first and second design items to the
foundry (and back).

0 The chassis tubes that hold the main roll hoop have a couple pocket-like brackets
brazed in that allow two additional bars to bolt in and connect the frame to the front of
the engine.

R /) "«- N L | ’ P - \'\‘.
Photo above from Harvey Lasiter collection. This is just after Harvey installed his engine into McLaren 20-09 (1968)




1966

St. Jovite Can-Am, Sept 11, Driver: Jim Adams, Car# 55, gridded 12th, finished 16th

The first Can-Am event ever, at St. Jovite Canada, and the Hollywood Sport Cars McLaren (chassis
20/09) was there. All the additional changes took so much time and effort, you can see that only black
tape is used for the numbers in this fas arrivedoshot from Dave Friedman. The shot just below also
provides a very nice view of the crossram, side-draft Weber carburetion set up on the small block Ford
engine.

Photo above by Dave Friedman




1966 (continued)

Picture below shows McLaren 20/09 as raced by Hollywood Sport Cars, now with more acceptable numbers later in the
weekend (1966 St. Jovite Can-Am/ APl ayer 6)s Quebeco




1966 (continued)

Laguna Seca Can-A m/Mwmnterey Grand Prix0, Oct 16, Driver: Jim Adams, Car# 55, gridded
13th, finished first heat 11th, finished second heat 9th, 9th overall.

Picture below shows McLaren 20/09 as raced by Hollywood Sport Cars, leading Mark Donohueé s L o |tlroughrtite
Corkscrew (1966 Monterey Grand Prix [Can-Am])
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Photo above by Dave Friedman




1966 (continued)

Pictures below show McLaren 20/09 as raced by Hollywood Sport Cars (1966 Monterey Grand Prix [Can-Am])

Photos by Bob Tronolone




